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with a drowsy, luxurious querulousness as she let her head sink
down again. "I wish he had heen buried yesterday."
They were both silent for a couple of minutes. Then she pushed
herself with her hands a little nearer him and took off her hat,
flinging it on the grass a few paces off.
"I like your hair, Mary," he said, boldly twisting a wisp of it
back from her forehead, round a couple of his fingers. "It's the
nicest hair I've ever touched. It's just the right tinge of brown.
I say, it's awfully full of electricity!"
"I expect you're a great authority," she said. Her remark was
made as if it were simply a grave statement, free from all irony,
and she went on in the same tone. "How many girls have you
made love to, John, in your whole life?"
As she spoke she propped herself up a little and this time let
her shoulders rest against his knees.
"God! My dear," he muttered, "do you think I count tRem?
I'm not Ben Pod."
"Fve never been made love to in my life," said Mary. "So
I don't know what it's like. Does a girl get as much pleasure out
of it as a man, John, do you think?"
'That's the oldest question, Mary, ever asked of any oracle.
In fact it was first asked by the gods themselves."
"Tell me about it," said Mary. "I feel just as I did, asking you
such questions when we went in the boat"
"They asked the greatest of all soothsayers," John informed
her. "The old Teiresias; and do you know what he said? He said
that in the act of love it was the woman who enjoyed it most."
All the while he was speaking, he was indulging in a delicious
feeling of pleasure because she had remembered the boat.
"I expect he was right," commented Mary gravely; and then,
after a pause, "I think he was right," she concluded.
"The Queen of Heaven must have known he was right," said
John, "for she was so angry that she turned him into a woman.
Does it strike youjhat was a queer punishment?"
She fixed her brown eyes upon him. "Not at all, 'Cousin John.
It seems a very natural punishment."
From a meadow remote from where they were and at present